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= FROM THE
Dear Friends: @} PASTOR_

Welcome to Advent. This month’s column is more or less a series of invitations.

One has to do with Christmas Day. What does your family do on Christmas? And what do you do when Christmas is
also a Sunday? Like every other Sunday, we’ll gather on Christmas Day this year (but remember: at 10:30 that day)...

Will I see you at church? At first glance, church on Christmas Day seems inconvenient. It interrupts family plans (I
know that many families have their hands full that day without leaving the house). But some of the best things God ever
did were interruptions, and we seem to learn best when outside our routine. | can think of no better time to gather than
the day that celebrates the turning point in human history, and no better reason to gather than to celebrate with all our
family: brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, grandparents, and loved ones in Jesus.

About the time change on Christmas: Obviously, that extra hour is an act of kindness for those who gave us the
Christmas Eve service just hours before! But could a later service make sense every week? We’re reviewing what could
happen that can’t happen now, but could—if we arranged Sundays differently. Right now, for example, to sing in the
choir or join an adult Church School class, you’re arriving between 8:15 and 8:30—early in anyone’s book. I invite you
to imagine how a later start could make some wonderful things possible.

Another invitation: to share your faith story. Beth and | decided that it would be good to have a few folk share their
spiritual journeys with our Confirmation class. And then we decided: why not open this up to the whole church? We
don’t want to add one more must-do to your list, but this could provide a refreshing break in the season’s frantic pace: a
time to sit down, reflect, and listen to your heart. What stories we could tell if we shared how we found God, or how
God found us, or when we sensed God’s presence! In the weeks ahead, we’ll invite each other to consider a sentence, a
paragraph...a witness to how God has touched our lives. Stay tuned.

Finally: You and your whole household are invited to Beth and Pastor Dale’s Open House: 3-6 PM on Sunday,
December 11"

One more thing: for your love and encouragement this year, thank you. God’s blessings and peace this Advent and
Christmas!

Pastor Dale

Confirmation — It Takes 1 Village

Adam, Hannah, Holly, Rachel and Thad, along with us, began the confirmation journey on the topic of prayer. Since
“doing” prayer well requires practice, each time we meet each of us leaves with the name of someone in our
congregation for whom we will be praying. We’ve learned about many types of prayer — one is a breath prayer. If
you would like to create your own, it’s simple. A breath prayer is a prayer of 6-8 syllables, short enough to be prayed
while breathing in and out. To create a personal breath prayer, as you breathe in (and hold it), say the word that best
describes your image of God (e.g. God, Father, Spirit, Counselor, whatever it may be). As you breathe out, ask for
what you need in just a few syllables. Repeat as often as you are moved to do so. It is a great way to stop in the
middle of a busy day and refocus in just a short period of time — the prayer and the deep breathing together work
wonders! We are now in the midst of looking at the life of Jesus as written in the book of Mark, after which we will
be sharing faith stories. Your willingness to share your faith stories with us (see Pastor’s article) will strengthen this
segment of our journey. Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers!

Beth Meyer and Pastor Dale




— === Ministry of the Arts —— s

An art gallery in Christ Church: Have you seen the paintings in the hallway near the office? Wouldn't it be great
to share your gifts in ministry by displaying your creations in the church building?

What do you do that expresses your love of life? How do you interpret your understanding of God's presence
in the world? Would you be willing to share your work by exhibiting it in the hallway of the church building? It could
inspire others to share their work or to explore new options for the expression of their spirituality.

Show your
Quilts
Photographs
Paintings
Writings
Carvings
Drawings Constructions Reflections What other media........ ?

....Share your expressions of your relationship with God...

We will be showing your work, changing exhibits every few weeks. Please contact Pastor Colleen with your questions or
to schedule your exhibit. We have a couple of exhibits on the calendar, and we are looking for many more. Amateurs,
professionals, everyone welcome!

Blessings,

Pastor Colleen

From the Council President
Dear Friends in Christ,

November was a great month in the life of our church. | want to extend my thanks to EVERYONE who participated in any
way. Our beautiful organ dedication service, the outstanding concert by Don VerKuilen, and our banner dedication service
were all very memorable milestones.

Only a few days after we dedicated our newly renovated organ, a rainstorm with high winds caused a leak in the sanctuary
roof — directly above the organ. Both keyboards were damaged beyond repair. Fortunately, insurance will cover the
damage. The organ console is now in Chicago and the keyboards are being rebuilt. It is our sincere hope (but no
promises!) that the organ will be back in church in time for our Christmas Eve service.

It’s hard to believe that the Christmas season is upon us. Please remember to support the many holiday activities which are
taking place in the coming weeks: Breakfast with Santa, Holiday Bazaar, Advent Luncheon, Caroling for Shut-ins, Open
House at Pastor Dale & Beth’s, Cookie Walk, and Sunday School Christmas Program...in addition to our worship services.
There is a lot happening at Christ Church this month!! All of these events require a lot of work...so please help us to make
them a success. Don’t forget to invite your friends and neighbors too.

Christmas is a season of giving. Please remember to put Christ Church on your list. Sunday offerings have been
significantly down recently, requiring us to borrow funds in order to pay our expenses. If you haven’t turned in your
stewardship pledge card, please do so. We will soon be developing the budget for our next fiscal year. Pledges help us to
better predict what our income will be. Don’t forget the electronic giving option. It’s a convenient option which makes
your life easier!

At this special time of the year, I want to acknowledge and thank the special folks who go “above and beyond the call of
duty” to make Christ Church a great place to worship God and celebrate life: Pastor Dale & Pastor Colleen, the Church
Council, our church staff (Terri, Linda, Pam, Gloria, Laurel, Don & Debbie), the leaders and members of our many
committees, our Sunday School teachers, our choir and musicians, our ushers, and our coffee hour coordinator (Dean) and
all his helpers. They work very hard all year, often with very little thanks. When you see them, remember to tell them how

much they are appreciated.
I wish you a joyous Christmas season! NO

Ken
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The 2" Annual Chinese New Year

Dinner will be held on Saturday,
February 4 in Fellowship Hall. Once
again, our own Chef Peter Kwong will
oversee the delectable delights! Bring
your friends and family, or your Dinner
for Eight group---y ou wondt b
disappointed. Watch the January
bulletins for more info.

Lectionary Readings
December 4 Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 85:1-2,8-13

2 Peter 3:8-15a

Mark 1:1-8

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

John 1:6-8,19-28

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 89:1-4,19-26
Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

December 24 Christmas Eve
TIsaiah 62: 6-12

Psalm 97

Titus 3: 4-7

Luke 2: (1-7), 8-20
December 25 Christmas Day
Isaiah 52: 7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1: 1-4 (5-12)

John 1: 1-14

SAVE THE DATE ?

Spouse’s Sabbatical Snippets

We discovered a quote from Albert Schweitzer about
Johann Sebastian Bach, “...a composer who wrote
poetry, who stirred the emotions and who painted
with his music”. What a glorious description about
which to think as we enjoyed Bach music on
sabbatical...and as many of us will listen to/perform
Bach’s music this holiday season!

I will be forever grateful for the many ways in which
our sabbatical impacted me. In keeping with the
intent of the Lilly grant for ongoing conversations
with our Christ Church family, each month | will be
sharing something that touched me. Perhaps these

snippets might resonate with you, and/or prompt you

to ask me questions, and/or be the seeds of ideas for
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Beth Meyer
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December Birthdays

May your Birthday be filled with God's love...

Beulah Goebel
Suzanne Kothrade
Charles L. Veit
December 10
Robert Miller
Hannah Nielsen
December 12
Casey Kinders
Gertrude Thanig
December 13
Holly Patterson
Shawn Villars
Paul Wick
December 14
Larry Brewer
Cameron Hilbert
Mary Beth Hoover
Kristen Moriera
December 15
Tracy Hilbert
Carol Polachowski
Mona Verhein

And your year spent giving it away!
December 1 December 16
Charlotte Jeske Jeff Crouse
December 2 Kenneth Gerow
Aileen Browitt Donald Holler
December 4 . December 19
Jean Duermeier Virginia Redlin
December 5 Riley Villars
Karen Koepke December 21
December 7 Amy Cox
Skylar Jorgenson Dennis Griebenow
December 8 Nicholas Hoover
Joyce Neumann December 22
December 9

Jonathan Bloor

December 23

Noelle Simons

December 24

Kim Malecki
Doris Mayeshiba
Jacquelyn Struck

December 26

Benjamin Rondorf
Rachel Sommer

December 27

Charles 6. Veit

December 29

Angela Koehn
Doris Piacentine
David Storm
December 30
Svea Nietzke
Christine Morden

Harrison Tremarello

December 31

Audrey Lukaszewicz

Dartball Matches
Dec. 5 Christ Church at Calvary
Dec. 19 Greendale at Christ Church
Jan. 16 Trinity at Brookfield
Jan. 23 Zion at Christ Church

Any Questions contact Todd Hansen
thansen@wi.rr.com

414-744-0042

The Bottom Line

We’re approaching the end of 2011, and you will soon
receive what we’ve nicknamed the “Eleventh-Hour Letter”,
a final update on your giving this year. Many of us find
ourselves behind in giving as we approach December, and
this gives us a clearer picture of what’s left to reach our
giving goal. We hope you’ll help your church end the year
in a strong position.

While exact numbers aren’t available at press time, we
know that the last half of 2011 saw a drop in contributions,
and we’ve had to borrow from other funds (for the first time
in a number of years). Our tough economy affects all of us.
But not only does supporting our church benefit us with its
message of hope and strength that the world around us can’t
match; it’s also how we put our arms around our neighbors
and our community in positive, Christ-like ways of service
at a time when they need it most.

Don’t hesitate to ask if you’ve got questions about how to
give electronically—one way to assure that your giving
stays current throughout the year.

The Church School presents:

‘Away ih 2 Manger'

The performance during worship will be the United States

premier of OAway in a Mangeré
is a traditional Christmas program with contemporary musical

twists . The story willfbring g to alld
Sunday December 1 8th at 9:30am
All children will take part in the presentation.
Please Join Us!
We will have a rehearsal on Saturday, December
17 from 9am-12pm to prepare for the Christmas
Program on December 18.

Submitted by Jocelyn Key
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Peace & Plenty Quilters

e

We meet the 2™ and 4™ Mondays at 7pm and
9am on the 4™ Saturday which we reserve for
anyone who needs some instructions on mending
projects or sewing machine operation. Join Us!

Submitted by Gloria Konkel &
Maggie Jorgensen
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Cholr Schhaedules

Rehearsals Services

Sunday, Dec."48:156 9:15 am  Sunday, Dec."49:30 am Service

Thurs, Dec. 15 7:008 8:30 pm

Thurs, Dec. 22, 7:006 8:30 pm

Christmas Eve

Saturday, Dec. 24TBA Saturday, Dec. 24Christmas Eve Service
No Choir Sunday in January

Thurs, Jan. 26 7:008 8:30 pm

Thurs,Feb. Z, 7:000 8:30 pm

Sunday, Feb."58:156 9:15 am  Sunday, Feb."59:30 am Service

Dpoise Tesm $chedule

Rehearsals Services
Wed, Dec. 7", 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 11", 8:15 — 9:15 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 11™, 9:30 a.m. service

Wed, Jan 4™, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Wed, Jan. 11", 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, Jan 15", 8:15 — 9:15 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 15", 9:30 a.m. service
Wed, Feb. 8™, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Wed, Feb. 15" 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 19", 8:15 — 9:15 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 19" 9:30 a.m. service

Let's go Christmas coroling]

Mark your calendars foSaturday, December ¥Qto go caroling with us this year.We will meet in the Choir
Room at 12:30to pick up our Christmas carols, our Santa hats (8hd our itinerary. Those of you who've
gone caroling in previous yaa knowthe joy we share when we extend a little Christian love by visiting our
church friends who cannot get to church very oftenBring your kids and grandkids to make it a family
affair. Whether our friends reside in their own homes, in nursing homesare in the hospital, come and
spread a little Christmas cheer with us!

Following our afternoon of caroling, a warm dinner will be provided for our carolers at churcign up on
the Music bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or see Dean and Pam Kothrédied- 321 4853). If you know of

a church member who is homdound and would be interested in having the carolers come to sing, please call the church
office at 414 481- 3530).

“HERE WE COME R-CRROLINGY

Calling all youth who play a musical instrument!

Does your child play a musical instrument? Give him/her an opportunity to share their
musical gifts with our church family at Christ Church. We invite all children who play a
musical instrument to be a part of the Advent and Christmas season this year. He/she
could play their instrument on an Advent Sunday or on December 18th, the day of the
Church School Christmas Program. Please see Pam Kothrade or Gloria Konkel as soon as
possible. We are happy to help select music and encourage your child to begin practicing early. We
are also happy to rehearse with your child!

Merry Christmas
from
The Church staff




Liturgists Lenox Street Helpers

Dec. 4 Randene Wick Dec. 4 Mel & Joan Billstrom
Dec. 11 Jocelyn Key Dec. 11 Tom & Carol Dohoney
Dec. 18 Doris Mayeshiba Dec. 18 Jim & Randene Wick
Dec. 24 Pat Griebenow Dec. 24 Brad & Cheri Boyle
Dec. 25 Dean Kothrade Dec. 25 Pat & Gerry Frietag
Coffee Hour Volunteers
Dec. 4 The Stezala Family
Dec. 11, 18, 25 Volunteers Needed!
Greeters
Oklahoma Lenox St.

Dec. 5 Nancy Barnes Marcia Craig
Dec. 11 Dennis & Pat Griebenow Nancy Jonokuchi
Dec. 18 Mel & Joan Billstrom Ruth & Harold Buenger
Dec. 24 Madeleine & Jocelyn Key Michael, Janet & Jacob Key
Dec. 25 Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed

Dates to Remember
Saturday, December 3
Breakfast with Santa
& Holiday Bazaar
Sunday, December 4
Advent Luncheon
Saturday, December 10
Caroling for our Shut Ins

Snow i Ice |
I Bad i
Weather

Watch WISN-TV Channel
12 for weather related
cancelations.

Qunday, December 11 &
Pastords “:@f
Sunday, Decetver 18
Childrends Chri s
Cookie Walk
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Candlelight Servid®pm
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day Worshig0:30am

Save the Datel
Sunday, December 11
3-6pm

th &

Advent Open House
At the home of
Pastor Dale and Beth

Do you
answer

suspect food rules your life? Overeaters Anonymous may be the
for you. Itis not a diet club, but a Fellowship of people recovering

from compulsive overeating. OA offers mutual support. The only
requirement for membership is a desire to stop eating compulsively. There
are no dues, fees or weigh-ins. Meetings held Tuesday evenings at Christ

Church

- 915 E. Oklahoma Ave. (enter through Lenox Street door). Call

Sue P. for more info: 744-2636.

All are welcomel!
The more the merrier!




Cookie Walk ‘

Sunday, December 18™
After Worship In the Bell & Choir Rooms

Start planning your holiday baking!

Ités Easy!

V Walk around the table
V Select the cookies you want

V Pay by the pound.
You can bring your own container if you wish or plates will be provided

We Need Bakersll

We need your help!! We need lots of your special cookies for the sale. Additionally we need Stollens, coffee cakes or your
special Christmas dessert. When you are baking, please help us by baking an extra recipe of your favorite Christmas
Cookie, or special recipe and bring it in a disposable container to the choir room before the service on Dec. 18™. 50% of
the sales goes to the General Fund. Questions or to help see Maggie Jorgenson.

Service Outreach 6rants

t’ | The Endowment Committee of Christ Church is accepting requests for money to support

the church and its mission in the local and world community. Some of the past grant
requests that have been funded are: financial support for Southeast Interfaith, St.
Lukeds Kids KIloset, Uu. C. C. camp scholarships, as
Forms will be available in the Church Office during the month of November. Grant requests are

due by December 4.

Christ Church has agreed to support 50 children and 15 adults through the
Bay View Community Centerdés Christmas |Gif
Christmas participants will be available on the Christmas Giving Tree on Nov. 27 and Dec.
Giving Tree 4 the Chapel. Please return the gifts by Sunday, December 11 with the gift
tag. Thank you for your generosity and for making Christmas a little merrier for struggling families in

our community.
Webre also concerned about our own Buhngrthese totighmi | y |t hi

economic times, if you have children of your own that you would like included confidentially on the
tree, please let Pastor Dale know.

We are also looking for bakers to donate cookies. The Bay View Community Center will deliver to
homebound elderly folks. We have agreed to provide 10 dozen cookies from Christ Church. Cookies
must be delivered to the church in a disposable container by Thurs., Dec. 8. You may sign up for one
dozen or more in Fellowship Hall. Thank you so much for your generous support as we reach out fo our
community.

Submitted by the Social Concerns Committee
Kim Stezala , Deb Hansen & Bill Borchardt




Saturday, December 3

BrealfasT e
wwitihh Samnt=: AL 5

Adults $6.00 Children $300 Pancakes Eggs

Sausage applesauce
milk Jjuice coffee

Pictures with Santa $3.00
includes picture in a frame &

Secret Santa gift bag from Sante  Hfofiday Bazaar
for Childrer Secsret Sasnta Shop Shop for
Shop for gifts azad Crafts
forfamify Lfriends FERoRiclay EBaxman Omaments
: Homemade Goodies
ﬁngtﬁs $3.00 each 9am to noon
9to 11am
Pinner for 8 Hick off Pinner
fridag, Janaarg 20, 2012
6:30
South Woods of Cudahy Restaurant
5404 Souath Pennsylvania, Cudahy, WI
Everyone's getting excited! Dinner for Eight will begin it's 5 th year of fun and new friendships. The fun

begins at 6:30P M as we gather in fellowship followed by dinner at 7:00PM. The menu includes delicious
Beer Battered Cod and Baked Chicken served family style with French fries, tossed Garden Salad with a
choice of dressing and a bread basket, coffee and soda. The cost is $17.00 per person and includes tax
and gratuity. There will be a cash bar available. Your payment is your reservation and is due to Judy
Malecki by Sunday, January 8, 2012. After dinner everyone will learn who will be their dining partners for
the comin g months. Start 2012 by creating new friendships and strengthening old ones while partaking in
great meals and other fun activities.
Please bring 2 white elephant gifts per person.
They can be anything you have that you think someone else would like, or N OT.
Please gift wrap them. If new not to exceed $2.00 to $3.00 If old the sky's the limit!!
If gou have guestions contact angonge from the Membership Committee.
Submitted by the Membership Commilttee,
Brad Boyle, Grace Wallers, Joan Gagth, Julene Flanagan, Carol Borehardt, Judy Malecki

D B Do Ot VR T DORE, S



Evelyn Anderson
Terrace at St. Francis
3200 So. 20" Street
Milwaukee, WI 53215

Audrey Lukaszewicz

Manor Point

700 E. Stonegate Dr. Apt.106
Oak Creek W1 53154-8627

Robert & Charlotte Miller
Heritage Senior Living Apt. 4
7901 W. National Ave.

West Allis, Wl 53214

Carol Polachowski
2638 E. Henry
Cudahy, W1 53110

David Slattery
3808 Georgia St. Apt. 113
San Diego, CA 92103

CI1e [ =F

Rermnmnmermbhher our Shuauat—ins

At Christmas

John Gruil
352 E. Montana
Milwaukee W1 53207

Hazel Marchand
Blakewood House

3407 Blakewood

So. Milwaukee,WI 53172

Eunice Mueller
216 East Smith St.
Milwaukee , WI 53207

Virginia Rasch
3937 S. Pine Ave.
Milwaukee W1 53207

Gertrude Thanig
Heritage West Allis

7901 W. National Ave. Rm. 42

West Allis W1 53214

)
»

Dolores Koszuta
4282 S. Pine Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Floyd & Audrey Meyer
3762 S. 25" st.
Milwaukee, WI 53221

Ethel Niemczynski
155 Sunny View Dr. Apt. 103
Oak Creek WI 53154

Milton Reese
700 E. Stonegate Dr. Apt. 315
Oak Creek, WI 53154

Charles L. Veit
3546 S. Clement Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53207

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Congratulations!
itods
one of our own, and we extend our congratulations to Christ Church
member Joe Heino, who recently published a delightful work of fiction
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The office will be closed on Thurs., Dec. 29,.FBec. 30 and Mon. Jan 2. Happy Holidays!
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Prayer Chain The Power of Prayer

Many times we cannot be at worship on Sundays to share our Prayer concerns, or we need prayer but don't wish to
share the request with the entire congregation. Maybe something comes up during the week and it cannot wait until
Sunday. For all those reasons we started a Prayer Chairon Sunday, November 27, the 1% Sunday in Advent. We will
have two Team Leaders: Debbie Behling (414-587-1559) and Carol Polachowski (414-769-8482). If you would like
the Prayer Chain to pray for you, a family, or a friend, please contact either Debbie or Carol. They will communicate
the request to the other Prayer Chain members. This will be kept confidential unless you would like it to be shared
with the congregation or with the pastors (Pastor Dale and Pastor Colleen).

If prayer or healing is your gift, please consider being a part of our Prayer Chain.

Prayer is powerful and meaningful.

/ Host a Coffee Hour 81 t s Fun

Please think about hosting a coffee hour during 2012.
You can sign up for one, two or more Sundays on the
new 2012 Coffee Hour Calendar in Fellowship Hall.
Sign up and on the day you choose, just follow the easy instructions :
1. One stop for rolls & donuts at Canforas
2. Set up & plug in two coffee pots
3. Put out rolls & donuts, milk, cream, cups & napkins
4. Clean up after coffee hour
Your help is much needed and most appreciated.

\ See Dean Kothrade with any questions. We thank youl! /

About Gifts

Christmas is not so much about opening our gifts as opening our hearts. (a quote by Janice
Maeditere)

Maybe a way to open our hearts is to take time to notice the gifts all around us; friends, children ,
pets, or changing seasons. A precious gift we are given is the gift of time. Give yourself permission

to use some of that time to meditate, to read a Bible verse, or an inspirational message daily. The
musical offerings are numerous at this fime of year. Our area churches are wonderful places to
meditate whilewelist en t o beauti ful music amid grand archi
not over on the 26™ of December. It is just beginning and continues until Jan. 6™. The four weeks

| eading up to Christmas comprise Advéontdothéehsease
has given us. Our music will reflect the seasons. May peace grow in your hearts this Christmas and
through the whole year. Submitted by Gloria Konkel




